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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA
B.Sc. DEGREE PROGRAMME-LEVEL 3
FINAL EXAMINATION-2017/2018

LEVEL 3

COURSE TITLE-BIOGEOGRAPHY
COURSE CODE-ZYU3301
DURATION-TWO (2) HOURS

DATE:09.04.2019 : TIME:1.30pm -3.30pm

ANSWER ANY FOUR (4) QUESTIONS
WHERE EVER NECESSARY ILLUSTRATE YOUR ANSWERS WITH LABELED
DIAGRAMS.

1. 1. Explain the term “limiting factor” with respect to species distribution in the envn‘onment [20
marks]
1. Describe the 1mportant abiotic factors of the terrestrial environment that mﬂuence the
distribution of organisms [80 marks]

2. i. Distinguish between cosmopolitan, endemic and disjunct distributions {30 marks]. _
ii. Giving suitable examples describe the causes of endemic ‘distribution and provincialism [70 .
marks].

3 L. Define the term “Biome” [20 marks]

- 1i. Explain the characteristic features of tropical forest blomes in relation to their climate [80
marks].

4. Briefly outline the events and processes that explain similarities and differences among animal
distributions in different biogeographic regions. [100 marks]

5. 1. State the theory of continental drift [20 marks]
ii. Explain the evidences that support the theory of continental drift [80 marks}

6. Write short notes on any TWO (2) of the following [50 marks each].
. Origin of new species through adaptation
ii. Equilibrium theory of island biogeography
~ iil. Endemism in the southwest of Sri Lanka
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