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Read the following passage and answer the questions given below it. .

Dambulla, the historic city is located 160 kms away from the capital city of
Sri Lanka and is the intermediary point between the North Central Province
and the Central Province. It is a city which is based in the Cultural Triangle

in close proximity to the other archeological sites in the island and a city

which is visited by the devout Buddhists. The sacred historic Dambulla

‘Temple and the Sigiriya Fortress (which is a few miles away from the city

limits) are two sites vis_ited by many tourists.

. The picturesque K'andalama Lake and Kaludiya Pokuna are among the

-._:other attractlons m Dambulla The well- known Kandalama Tank was

believed to have been bullt durmg the reign of King Wasabha who ruled the

o country at the: begmmng of the 1Et century A.D. Addmg beauty and glamour

to this- tradltlonal town Kandalama possesses a bird sanctuary where

colourful kmgﬁshers, wood peckers parrots and pigeons live and enliven

the whole of Kandalama with their whlspers and songs as the day dawns.

‘Dambulla beiongs to tHe dry zone and has ideal conditions for traditional

- cu}tlvatlon The chief 1tern of sub51stence of the villagers who live there is

rice, though the harvest stll] falls short of one’s anticipation. Coconut,
fruits and vegetables are found in abundance and a small proportion of
these are exported too. Dambulla is the centre from which the
tr’ansporfation and distribution of the vegetation harvest to the entire
southern sector of the island takes place. From evening until late in the
night the city is in its height of activity. It is the hub for thousands of
wholesale vendors who are busy selling the customary harvest and the roads

are congested with vehicles transporting these items.
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The weather in Dambulla is quite warm and humid throughout the year. The
summer monsoon blows from the southwest between May and October
bringing rain to the north western and north central parts of the island.
However the monsoon is often unreliable and severe droughts followed by

floods are common to this area.

Ebony and ‘satinwood: are the valuable trees one finds here, but
unfortunately, Vthe'y too are becoming scarce. As a result of this, many of
the animals who lived within these forests have now been reduced to a few

hun_dred. It has been observed that the typical wildlife mammals which

-include-.-‘déadly- leopards,  bears, jackals, wild boar and monkeys die of

star\}ation anﬁ.ére' gfadually diséppear_ing.- L

" The pebplefrdf-'-Démbulla and - its -suburban areas are engaging in self

employment - projects. and thex_" are. relieved  of the. pressure of .

unemployment. For instance fishing has become a livelihood of most of the
villagers who live closer to_the Kandalama Tank since they are being
helped by the authorities.

| _ Céldapted from an article in the Daily News)

Questions - -

How far away is Dambulla from Colombo?

(01 mark)

For Examiner’s

use only.

..................
...................
..................
..................
..................
..................
..................
..................
..................
..................
..................
...................
..................
..................
..................
..................
..................
..................
..................
..................
...................
..................
..................
..................
..................
..................
..................

..................



Write down in.your own words the importance of Dambulla in the past and

in the present.

(03 marks)

Whét are the attractions found in Dambulla?

- (01 ¥ marks)

' -Why_'été the roads 'cong'ested during the evening hours?" ‘_

_ (02 r'narks) :
'What kind of a climate do you find in Dambulla throughout the year?

(01 Y2 marks)

What kind of natural disasters do these villagers face?

(02 marks)
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10.

What harm has come to this area due to the clearing of forests?

M
(i)

(04 marks)

s this 'sfa'ttlament ‘True’ or ‘False’?

“The Cultif\'f‘ati'or‘l_ of rice and vegetables is not the only livelihood of the

village:s of Dambulla é‘md.its subﬁrbs.’ -

.. (01 mark)

Support'yc":_ur ahsWe_: with a'statément from the passage. -
_ (01 mark)
What has reduced thc unemployment of the area? - _
(02 marks)

What do these wordé refer to?

i this traditional town in paragraph 2 line 2.
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(i) -

these in paragraph 3 line.19.

(iii)  they in paragraph 6 line 37.

(03 marks)

Underline the meaning of the words given below as given in the passage.

NORE

Gy

Given below in jumbled order are the main points of each paragraph in this

sacred in paragraph 1 line 5.
enliven in paragraph 2 line 13.

. (iii); - gﬁticigat'ion in paragraph 3 ling 17. -

glamorous-
religious

historical

- +to be religious

to bring rain

“ to make more lively

suggestion

expectation

realization

(03 marks)

passage. Mark the correct iumber of the paragraph in the space provided.

Ok :.
(ii)

(iii)
)
)

Attractions -

Destruction of forests :

Weather

Importance of the city :

Economic activities

................

................

................

(05 marks)
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Read the following passage and answer the questions given below.

It was a hot afternoon, and the next stop was Templecombe, nearly an hour

‘ahead. The occupants of the carriage were a small girl and a smaller gir] and

a small boy. The children’s aunt occupied one cormner seat and the further
comner ‘seat on the opposite side was occupied by a bachelor who was a
Stranger to their party. Most of the aunt’s remarks seemed to begin with

‘Don’t’, and nearly all the children’s remarks began with ‘Why?’.

‘Don’t Cyril, don’t’ exclaimed the aunt, as the small boy began smacking

the cushions of the seat, producing a cloud at each blow.

-‘Comé_'énd Ibbk out of the winddw’--.s'he.added. '

" The;_-c_:h'ilc_i moved relhctantly' to the window. "Why are those sheep being

driven out of that field?’ he asked. -

I expect they are being driven to another field where there Is more grass,’

‘ sald the aunt weakly.

“But there is lots of grass in that field,’ protested the boy; ‘there’s nothing

else but grass there. Aunt there’s lots of grass in that field.’
‘Perhaps the grass in the other field is better’ suggested the aunt.

‘Why is it better?’ came the swift, inevitable question.

- ‘Oh, look at those cows!’ exclaimed the aunt. Nearly every field along the

line had cows or bullocks, but she spoke as though she were drawing

attention to a rarity.
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“Why is the grass in the other field better?” persisted Cyril. The frown on

the bachelor’s face was deepening to a scowl,

The aunt was utterly unable to come to any satisfactory decision about the

grass in the other fi eld.

* ‘Come over here and listen to a story,’ said the aunt,

‘The. chiltlren moved listlessly towards the aunt’s end of the carriage. _
' Ewdently her reputatlon as a story-teller did not rank high in their

estlmatlon

In a low, conﬁdentlal v0|ce mterrupted at frequent intervals: by ' loud,

petulant questlons from- her llsteners she began an unenterprising and an

"unmterestmg story about a llttle glrl who was good, and made friends with

every orie on account of her goodness and was fi tnally saved from a mad

bull by a number of rescuers who admlred her moral character.

'_"Wc')ul‘dn.’t they liave saved her if she hadn’t been good?’ demanded the

bigger of the small gtrls It was exactly the question that the bachelor had
wanted to ask.

‘Well, yes® adrmtted the aunt lamely, ‘but I don’t think they would have run
quite 50 fast to help her lf they had not liked her so much.’

‘I didn’t listen after the first bit, it was stupid,” said Cyril.
The smaller girl made no actual comment on the story.

“You don’t seem to be a success as a story-teller,” said the bachelor

suddenly from his corner.
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The aunt bristled in instant defense at this unexpected attack.

‘It’s a very difficult thing to tell stories’ that children can both understand

and appreciate,” she said stiffly.

Questions

Where was the train scheduled to stop next?

(01 mark)

" Who were the occupants of the compartment?

- (02 marks)

) Hdw_.did the children respond to the aunt when the aunt wished to stop them

from _s'or_ne"mischieyous act?

o (02 niarks)
What do we learn about the nature of children from the questions Cyril asks

from his aunt about the grass?

(02 marks)
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Pick out the sentence which shows that the stranger was aﬁn’oyed by the

conversation between the child and aunt.

N | (01 mark)
What did the aunt do to draw the child’s attention away from the sheep?

- (01 rark)

~ Isthe aunta good story-teller according to the author? -

Answer ‘Yes’ or ‘No’.
o (01 mark)

Pick out a sentence in support of your answer.

| | (01 mark)
: -Wh'at_'r'nét'hqd does the aunt use at the beginning to draw their attention to

 the story?

| (02 marks)
Whose arguments do you think are much stronger? The child’s or the

aunt’s? Explain.

(03 marks)
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What was the bachelor’s comment at the end of the'stor'y?

Write it down in your own words.

(02 marks)

Do you think the children were glad to be with the aunt? ‘Yes’ or “No’?

(01 mark)

Give a reason for your answer.

(01 mark)

Find words from the passage which mean the same as follows.

€)) COmparfnicnt N - e
Gi) © unwillingly & e
(i) quick e
(iv)  regular e
) foolish o - et

(05 marks)

10
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