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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRi LANKA

LLB DEGREE PROGRAMME - LEVEL 4
15T CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT TEST 2012/2013
LWU2313 - FAMILY LAW

DURATION: 01 HOUR

DATE:07™ March 2013 - TIME: 10.45 a.m. — 11.45 a.m.

Answer the question given below.

Bandara contracted a customary marriage in 2002 with Nimali who was 18 years old at
~ the time. A poruwa ceremony was conducted and thereafter the parties lived as husband
and wife in a remote village in Matale district. Nimali delivered a child one year after
their marriage. All of them were governed by the General Law.

In 2012 Bandara met with an accident and died one week later.

Bandara’s mother Ran Menike claims intestate succession rights to the properties owned
by Bandara.

Nimali wishes to know whether her marriage to Bandara is legally valid and whether Ran
~ Manike is entitled to any property belonging to Bandara.

a. Advise Nimali

b. Would your answer be different if both parties were kandyan and registered
their marriage under Kandyan Law and Nimali was 16 years at the time of the
marriage?

(20 marks)
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