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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA
LL.B. DEGREE PROGRAMME — LEVEL 4

157 ASSIGNMENT TEST — 2011

FAMILY LAW — LWU 2313

DURATION -~ ONE HOUR

Date: 20" October 2011 Time: 9.00-10.00am.

Hliegible handwriting will be penalized.

Answer for the following question with reference to case law and statutory provisions.

Saman is a son of a businessman living in Ambalangoda. Saman was 19 years old in 1996
and was due to sit for the Advanced Level Examination in that year. While attending tuition
classes in Kalutara , he fell in love with Hemamali, the daughter of a toddy tapper in
Wadduwa. Hemamali was born in December 1980. When the parents of Saman strongly
objected to the affair between Saman and Hemamali, they decided to leave their respective .
homes secretly and go to Ampara and start to live together. Saman informed Sunil, one of ‘
his friends in Ampara about the problem faced by Saman and Hemamali. When Saman and
= =~ famaifili-wertto Amapara™i 1996, Sunil arranged a‘reteptiotor tfé®heat a restaurant in ~  wes e
Ampara. Several of their friends, Sunil's parents and relatives attended the reception at
hotel. The halt was fully decorated and there was a big settee for the couple to sit. Lunch
was served for all invitees, After the ceremany the couple lived in a house rented by Saman.
Saman found a job in a factory in Ampara in the same year. Hemamali delivered a son in
December 1997.
Saman died in an accident in 2011. Hemamali wishes to know the validity of her marriage
with Saman.

(a) Advise Hemamali regarding the validity of their marriage.
{b) Would your answer be different if both parties were Kandyans?
(c) What would be the legal position if both parties were Kandyans and registered their

marriage in 1996 under Kandyan Law.
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