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OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA

LL.B. DEGREE PROGRAMME - LEVEL 4

1% CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT TEST - 2010

FAMILY LAW - LWU 2313

DURATION - 40 MINUTES

Date :

30" September 2010 Time: 9.30 — 10.10 a.m.

Tllegible handwriting will be penalized
Answer One question only '

I

“The presumption of marriage by ‘cohabit and repute’ serves as a third method of
solemnizing a valid marriage in our law.”

Do you agree with this statement? Critically evaluate this statement with reference to

relevant case law.

Ranjan and Vijitha were governed by the General Law. Ranjan was born in January
1982. He registered his marriage in January 2005 with Vijitha who hailed from

- Warakapola but was brought up in an orphanage. Vijitha had lost her birth certificate

and thought that she was 18 years and declared to the Registrar of Marriages that she
was 18 years old. A child was born to them in December 2005. In 2006 Ranjan’s
brother Newton who was working in Warakapola Kachcheri met an uncle of Vijitha
and took him to Vijitha. The uncle gave Vijitha her certificate of birth which he had
found from her father who had deserted Vg'itha when she was an infant. The birth
certificate indicated her date of birth as 257 January 1988. Meanwhile Ranjan who
was continuously working in Korea as a carpenter bought a plot of land in Nugegoda
and erected a house. He had deposited Rs: 1 million in his bank account. In December
2009 Ranjan died in a motor accident.

Newton filed a testamentary action in the District Court of Nugegoda in January 2010
seeking for letters of administration on the eround that he was the sole heir of late
Ranjan.

() Advise Vijitha as regards the legality of her marriage with Ranjan.

(b) Would your answer be different if the parties were governed by the Kandyan Law

and registered their marriage under the Kandyan Law.,
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