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Students will be penalized for illegible handwriting
Answer ONE question only

The primary objective of the Registration of Documents Ordinance of 1864 is not to
penalise the purchaser who failed to register (his/her deed) but to protect the innocent
second purchaser, yet at the cost of the first.

Do you agree with the above statement? Support your answer with relevant case law.

Malini inherited a land of 20 perches and a house called Medalanda in Kegalle from his
father in 1995. As Malini was in Kuwait at the time she requested her cousin Sira to look
after the property. Sira moved to Medalanda with his family in 1996. [n 1997, Sira
wanted his son to enter a school nearby and asked if Malini could transfer the electricity,
water and telephone bills in his name. Malini willingly did so and continued to pay the
bills. However she refused to transfer the house to Sira. Sira forged a deed of gift and
got the house transferred in his name and also registered himself and his wife as ihe
occupants of the house in the electoral register. Malini telephoned Sira once a week and
Sira gradually stopped answering her calls and finally changed the telephone number in

December 1998. Sira enjoyed all the produce of the land and added a garage to the
house.

Malini returned in 2002. When she visited Medalanda Sira's wife Hema refused to allow
Malini fo enter the premises. Malini wanted to lodge a complaint at the police station but
changed her mind as Sira threatened her with murder. In September 2004 Malini's
brothers went to Medalanda and chased away Sira and his family. But Sira came back in
two weeks and reoccupied the premises. Later in January 2005, Malini’s brothers
chased Sira away again after a violent clash. Malini died of cancer in December 2006
leaving her sons, 16 year old Kasun as the sole heir to her property. Upon hearing this
news Sira came back to Medalanda in January 2007.

Now Kasun wishes to sell Medalanda. Sira claims that he has acquired Medalanda by
prescription.

Advise Kasun.
-Copyright reserved-
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