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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA

LL.B. DEGREE PROGRAMME - LEVEL 4

1" CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT TEST —2000/2010
FAMILY LAW—LWU 2313

DURATION : 40 MINUTES

---------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ANSWER ONE QUESTION ONLY.

Candidates will be penalized for illegible handwriting

01.

Siripala was a farmer living in Chilaw. In 1970 he decided to marry his girl friend
Sumana but the parents of Sumana strongly objected to their marriage. When
Siripala came to know that Sumana’s parents had arranged a marriage for Sumana,

* he eloped with her. Both of them went to Padaviya and encroached on a State land

and constructed a small hut and started to live as husband and wife. He cleared 3
acres of land and cultivated paddy. The villagers in Padaviya recognized theM as
husband and wife and entertained both of them in their functions. After Sumana
delivered a child in 1974 her parents visited them and invited them to come back to

- village. But Siripala refused to go back to Chilaw as he was now well settled in

Padaviya. In 2002 Siripala’s daughter was given a marriage to a youth in Padaviya
and the wedding ceremony was held in a hotel in Padaviya.

In 2008 Siripala met with an accident and died on admission to the hospital.
Sumana seeks your advice as to whether she could initiate testamentary
proceedings for the administration of the properties of Siripala as his lawful wife.

a) _Advise her regarding the validity of her marriage with Siripala.

b)  Would your answer be different if both Siripala and Sumana died in 2005
and their children seek your advice regarding the validity of the marriage of
their parents?

Describe the legal principles governing family support under the Roman Dutch
Law.
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