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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA

LL.B. DEGREE PROGRAMME - LEVEL 5
" FIRST CONTINUOUS ASSIGNMENT TEST 2009 / 2010

__ADMINISTRATIVE LAW - LWU 3311

DURATION - 40 MINUTES

Date: 5" October 2009 Time: 10.00 am. - 10.40 a.m.

Students will be penalized for illegible handwriting

Answer ONE question only.

1.

‘The legality of actions by administrative authorities becomes an important part of
administrative law and the courts play a major role in reviewing the actions of
administrative authorities in order to ensure that they do not exceed their legal
limits’, ) |

Do you agree with the above statement? Su'pport your answer with decided
cases.

The Land Development Ordinance requires the Land Officer to give three months
notice before taking over any land which appears to him to be forest, chena,
waste or unoccupied land. Having giVen three months’ notice the Land Officer
took steps to take over a 10 acre land belonging to Mathew. Mathew says his
land is agricultural land and therefore does not fall within the categories specified
in the Ordinance. He alleges that the Land Officer acted beyond his limits and
with mala fide in taking over his land. However the Land Officer claims that the
land comes under the category of unoccupied land. Mathew says that he has
been continuously farming the land for more than 5 years but unfortunately was
unable to do so this year as he did not have the necessary financial resources.
He plans to resume farming in the next year.

Mathew wishes to challenge the Land Officer's decision to take over his land.
Advise him.
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