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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA
LL.B. DEGREE PROGRAMME - LEVEL 6

FINAL EXAMINATION 2009/2010
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LAW OF DELICT - LWU 3326/ 4326

DURATION - FORTY MINUTES |

Date: 3" December 2008 Time: 11.30 am - 12.10 p.m.

Answer ONE question only.

Candidates will be penalised for illegible handwriting.

1. Sumana employed Priyan an electrician, o install a new air conditioner in her
office. The office was in the annex of her boyfriend Tilak's house which she had
rented. Due to Priyan's negligence in installing the wiring, the office caught fire.
Sumana ran out of the house when the fire started and therefore was not in any
danger. However, she was severely traumatised as a result of watching the fire,
and later on seeing the burnt body of her pet cat who been inside the building.
The entire house was burnt down. Sumana later suffered a nervous breakdown.

Tilak, the owner of the house was in Galle on business and saw the scenes of
the fire a few hours later on TV news. He recognised the house as his own. The
news programme mistakenly announced that a woman had died in the fire. Tilak
suffered a heart attack thinking that it was Sumana who had died.

Discuss the liability, if any, of Priyan to Sumana and Tilak.

2. The rules of remoteness of damage do not help courts to decide whether liability
for negligence should be imposed on a defendant, and they only confuse the
issues even further.

Critically discuss the rules on legal causation in the light of this étaternent.
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