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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA
B.Sc. DEGREE PROGRAMME-LEVEL 3
FINAL EXAMINATION-2013/2014
LEVEL 3

COURSE TITLE-BIOGEOGRAPHY

COURSE CODE-ZLU 1181
DURATION-TWO HOURS

DATE:20.11.2014 TIME:1.30pm -3.30pm

ANSWER ANY FOUR (4) QUESTIONS.
WHEREVER NECESSARY ILLUSTRATE YOUR ANSWERS WITH LABELED
DIAGRAMS.

1.

Outline the theory of continental drift, its short comings and evidences which support
plate movement in the past. Explain how it is believed to have resulted in some
important present distributions of living organisms.

Briefly outline the physical setting of the earth, and discuss how it affects the distribution
and abundance of life on earth.

What is meant by adaptive radiation? What is meant by extinction? Give both ecological
and evolutionary explanations for the adaptive radiations and mass extinctions observed
in the fossil record.

Define the term “ species”and describe ways by which “speciation” occurs. What are
the criteria that must be met to conclude that a speciation event has occurred.

Describe the cultural development of major species in the hominid lineage. Comment
on the range expansion of Homo sapiens and how impacts of Homo sapiens sapiens
have influenced the present day distribution of biodiversity.

Write short notes on any two (02) of the following.

i.  Biogeographic studies during 19™ century
ii.  Glaciation
iii.  Geographic range
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