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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE / NURSING DEGREE
PROGRAMME- LEVEL 03

FINAL EXAMINATION-2015/2016

LWU1161-UNDERSTANDING LAW
DURATION - TWO (02) HOURS

DATE: 23" July 2016 TIME:  01.00p.m — 03.00 p.m.

ANSWER FOUR (4) QUESTIONS ONLY.
Illegible handwritings will be penalized.

01.

02.

03.

“Sri Lanka is a country where plural legal systems have existed for a long time. Different
ethnic groups in the country are governed by different laws.

Do you agree with the above statement? Give reasons for your answer.

(25marks)

i What is meant by ‘Rule of Law’? (05 marks)
ii. Explain the difference between ‘rule of law’ and ‘supremacy of parliament’. (10marks)
ii. Describe the importance of an independent judiciary to a country. (10 marks)

1. ‘Rights are never absolute.’
Do you agree with the above statement? Give reasons for your answer, focusing on the

fundamental rights chapter in Sri Lanka. (10 marks)
ii. Identify and explain the fundamental rights that have been violated in the following
situations.

a) Nawamani was not allowed to enter a state university due to her religious beliefs.
b) The government arbitrarily postponed the parliamentary election.

c) Nalaka was brutally assaulted by a police officer while he was in police custody.

(5%3=15 marks)




04.

05.

06.

Discuss the legal position in the following situations faced by Ranjan.

ii.

1il.

iv.

il

il.

Chathura, who is 16 years old promised to give 20 year Ranjan Rs 5,000/= if Ranjan
found a buyer for his laptop. After Ranjan did so, Chathura refused to pay him.

Ranil, who is the family physician of Ranjan induced Ranjan to sell him a mobile
phone at a low cost.

“Lotus” Constructors advertised their houses as being built using bricks. After seeing
the advertisement Ranjan bought a house. Later he discovered that it was built with
concrete blocks.

Ranjan sold a state owned land situated close to his land.

Hiran, an influential politician threatened to demolish Ranjan’s house if he did not
sell it to Hiran.
(05x05=25marks)

What are the requirements for the formation of a valid contract? Discuss. (20 marks)

Describe the expedition theory highlighting its importance as a means of
communicating acceptance. Give examples for your answer.
(05 marks)

Rumesh, Sandun and Nuwan have been friends for a long time. Nuwan decided to
sell his house in Sri Lanka because he wanted settle in New Zealand. He offered to
sell the house for Rs 5,000,000/= to both Rumesh and Sandun. Sandun then replied
that he would buy it for 4,500,000/= but Nuwan refused to sell the house for that
price. Rumesh did not respond to the offer.

One week later, Nuwan again offered his house for Rs 4,500,000/= to Rumesh and
Sandun. Rumesh made a telephone call to Nuwan and informed him that he wishes
tc buy the house.

Is there a valid contract between Nuwan and Rumesh?

Advice Nuwan. (15 marks)

Explain the law governing capacity of parties to contract.
(07 marks)




06. 1.

ii.

Explain the terms ‘Employer’ and ‘Employee’. (10 marks)

“ The Industrial Dispute Act of 43 of 1950 has provided different methods of settling
industrial disputes”

Discuss the validity of the above statement. (15 marks)

07.  Write short notes on any three (03) of the following.

.
ii.
1v.

Legislation as a source of law
Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court
Offer and invitation to treat
Contract of employment and contract for employment
Termination of employment
(25marks)
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