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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA
B.Sc. DEGREE PROGRAMME

FINAL EXAMINATION-2012/2013

LEVEL 3

COURSE TITLE-BIOGEOGRAPHY
COURSE CODE-ZLU 1181
DURATION-TWO HOURS

DATE:04.12.2013 TIME:1.30pm -3.30pm

ANSWER ANY FOUR (4) QUESTIONS
WHERE EVER NECESSARY ILLUSTRATE YOUR ANSWERS WITH
LABELED DIAGRAMS.,

1. (). Define the science of biogeography.
(ii).  Name two scientists each from the 18™19™ and 20" centuries, who have
contributed to the science of biogeography and describe the important
findings/observations of each of them upon which the science of

biogeography is founded.

2. Explain giving suitable examples, how physical conditions, inter-specific species

mteractions and disturbances limit certain plants and animals to a certain range.

—3-  ~Giveboth ecological and evolutionary explanations-for-the-speciation-and mass

extinctions observed in the fossil record.

4. (). Briefly explain the evidences that support the Theory of Continental Drift.
(ii). Describe three possible tectonic plate boundaries, giving an example of each.

(111) Explain the possible consequences of a convergent boundary.

5. i. Deline the term “endemic species”.

iL. Using biogeographic terminology associated with plate tectonics, dispersal

and speciation, clearly describe a series of events leading to the formation of an
island and its colonization by birds. .

6. Write short notes on any two of the following
(1). Zoogeographic regions
(i1). Success story of Homo sapiens

(iii) Milankovitch Cycles
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