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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRILANKA

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL STUDIES

CERTIFICATE IN SOCIAL SCIENCES -2013/2014
SSF2301/SSC2311 — ELEMENTS OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
FINAL EXAMINATION - LEVEL 11

DURATION: THREE (3) HOURS

Date: 01° March 2014 4 Time: 1.30 p.m. — 4.30 p.m.

» Answer five (05) questions only.
» Part1is compulsory.
> Select minimum of one question from Part II and Part III and answer four (04)
-questions.
PART 1

1. Answer all parts of this question. (i - viii) (Maximum five (05) sentences)

i.  Define Political Science and discuss its scope.
il.  State briefly the basic principles of Marxism.
iii. . Write about two (02) of the following:
a) Liberalism
b) Syndicalism
¢) Guild Socialism
d) Fascism
iv.  Distinguish the differences between the state and the government.
v. “Democracy is government by the people, of the people and for the people” —
Abrabham Lincoln. Explain.
vi.  What ‘-iire checks and balances? Are they synonymous with Separation of
powers? " |
vii.  Explain the Theory of Sovereignty by John Austin.
viii. Examine the role of the Ombudsman/Parliamentary Commissioner for
Administration in Sri Lanka.

(5 marks x 8 = 40 marks)
PART I

2. The two terms, “society” and “state,” are often employed as synonyms, but they differ
from each other in several respects. Explain. (15 marks)

3. What are the essential conditions for a successful democratic government? Are those
conditions present in Sri Lanka? (15 marks)

4. Explain the significance of a constitution, and use the 1978 Sri Lankan constitution as
an example. (15 marks)

5. Distinguish between Parliamentary and Presidential forms of government. (15 marks)
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PART 11

. Analyze five major features of Donoughmore Reforms.

(15 marks)
. Discuss the evolution of the Left Movement in Sri Lanka.
(15 marks)
. Explain three major criticisms leveled against the 18™ Amendment to the 1978
Constitution of Sri Lanka. ' (15 marks)

. According to Arendt Lijphart, “representation” is an important feature of democracy.
Discuss.

(15 marks)
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