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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA
FACULTY OF EDUCATION -
DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL NEEDS EDUCATION

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN SPECIAL NEEDS EDUCATION
PROGRAMME 2016/2017

FINAL EXAMINATION 2018

ESP2230~ PSYCHOLOGY FOR SPECIAL NEEDS EDUCATION
DURATION ~ THREE (03) HOURS |

Date: 013 September 2018 ' Date: 9.30 a.m. — 12.30 p.m.

Answer All Questions in Part I and any three (03) questions from Part IL

01,

02.

03.

04.

05.

06.

07.

08.

PART - 1

Learning is considered as a relatively permanent change in one’s behavior as a result of
experiences.
Explain the above statement with a suitable example.

What are the procedures to be used to ensure reliability and validity of conducting
observation session in studying children? '

List three (03) instances to show how the influence of heredity on the growth and
development of children with special educational needs.

Citing examples, explain the concept of ‘zone of proximal development’ presented by Lev
Vygotsky.

Give suitable instances to show your understanding about the concept of ‘adaptation’
presented by Jeen Piaget.

Explain three (03) types of reinforcements that could be influenced on individual
behavours according to the observational learning theory.

i. What is the meaning of the term ‘reflexes’?
il. List out 3 reflexes that are used to respond to the environment.

i Explain the basic idea of discovery learning.
ii. Name two (02) strategies which facilitate for discovery learning.

(5 x 8 =40 marks)




09.

10.

11.

ii.

iti.

ii.

PART - 11

Examine the importance of following abilities in information processing in the
brain.
1. sensory ability
2. attention
3. perception. ‘ ‘
(12 'marks)

The problems of the above mentioned abilities will negatively‘affect for the
information processing of a child with special educational needs.

Select any two abilities from the dbove mentioned list and justify the given
statement with examples.
(08 marks)

Summarize the basic ideas regarding learning theories mentioned below.

1. Behavioural theories of learning

2. Social learning theory

3. Cognitive theory. (06 marks)

Explain the difference between ‘insight learning’ and ‘trial and error’ learning.
(04 marks)

How do you facilitate the students to have deep learning according to Gestolt theory
of learning.

(10 marks)

How physiological and environment factors influence for personality development
of children with special educational needs.

(10 marks)
Explain the theoretical ideas regarding personality development in line with the
humanistic theory.

(10 marks)




12. -

13.

14.

You are supposed to study. the nature of social interaction of a child with aggressive
behaviour.

ii.

iii.

ii.

il.

iii.

‘What is the most effective method could be used to study the child?
- (05 marks)

How do you use the method which you have selected to study the behavious.of the
child? '
(08 marks)

How do you record the data gathered from this study in order to analyze it.

(07 marks)

What are the emotional crises shown by a parent who had an infant born with a
disability?

(10 marks)
Teachers’ and parents’ roles are equally important in providing effective education
for children with special educational needs. Explain the above statement with
suitable examples.

(10 marks)

Explain the nature of attitude’ of the society towards children with special
educational needs.
(06 marks)

What are the consequences of negative attitudes on the development of children
with special educational needs.
(06 marks)

Examine the role of the school in developing positive attitudes towards children

with special educational needs.
(08 marks)

- Copyrights reserved -
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