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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA
FACULTY OF EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT OF SECONDARY AND TERTIARY EDUCATION

POSTGRADUATE DiPLOMA IN EDUCATION PROGRAMME 2015/2016
FINAL EXAMINATION 2017

ESP1201/2201 - EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY
DURATION - THREE (03) HOURS

Date: 26" February 2017 _ Date: 9.30 a.m. — 12.30 p.m.

Answer All Questions in Part I and any three (03) questions from Part II.

01.

03.

04.

05.

06.

07.
08.

PART - 1

As a teacher, explain any three (03) significant changes you have experienced in your
behaviour by studying the course “Educational Psychology™.

Citing an example, explain “egocentric thmkmg with respect to the children in the pre-
operational thinking stage.

Explain briefly the coomtlve development theory of Vygotsky highlighting its basic
principles.

State two (02) main factors that have an influence on development of an individual and
write one example for each.

Explain the concepts “Conditioned stimuli” and ‘Conditioned response” associated with
Pavlov’s theory of learning using a suitable example.

Discuss in brief the two (02) modes of learning explained by Bandura in his social learning

~ theory.

Citing an example, discuss briefly the impact of maturity on learning.

For some, adolescence is a period with full of problems and difficulties. State five (05)
such problems or difficulties that you have experienced with adolescent students in your

school/classroom.

(5 x 8 = 40 marks)



- 09.

10.

PART - 11

1. What do you understand by “*Cognitive process™? Explain. (03 marks)

. Discuss “Cognitive processes” in relation to the Information Processing Model
presented by Gagne. 4 - (05 marks)

fii.  Select any concept/a few concepts related to a lesson you teach at any grade level
and state them. : (02 marks)

v, Identify the specific step that you would follow in developinig the detected
concept/s. (05 marks)

V. Explain the role of the teacher and role of the students in line with each step
mentioned above. ; . (05 marks) -

1. Discuss the two main principles of Skiner's Operant Conditioning Theory of
learning. (08 marks)

1. Discuss the application of the above principles in the teaching learning process of.
a. Primary school children. (06 marks)
b. Secondary school children. (06 marks)

(Select suitable teaching-learning situations to suit the particular category)

1. a. Define ‘motivation’ using an accepted definition. (02 marks)
b. There is a closer relationship between motivation and learning. Analyze
this statement using appropriate examples. (04 marks)
il. Explain the main principles of *Maslow's theory of hierarchy of Needs and their
application to motivate students towards learning. . (08 marks)
1. Considering the characteristics of self-motivated students. explain the importance

of developing self-motivation in students. . (06 marks)

According to Freud the individual differences in personality are due to difference in
interactions of the three main aspects of personality. ‘

1. Name these three (03) main aspects of personality and explain their functions.
(09 marks)

ii. Explain with examples how interaction of these three aspects would lead to
differences in the personality of individuals. , (06 marks)
2 | ‘



14.

iii,  Freud believed that, early experiences of children have a strong impact on their

personality development. Imagine that you are a primary teacher and discuss the
procedures you would follow in line with Freud’s theory to facilitate the
development of a balance personality in children. (05 marks)

According to Jean Piaget the “primary schemas’ which are common at early stages of the
development of children change with time as a result of interaction with new experiences
in the external environment. '

i. Discuss with examples, how children develop new schemas through achievement
of new experiences in line with Piaget’s theory of cognitive development.

(09 marks)

1. Define the concrete operational stage and formal operational stage of cognitive
development and differentiate the characteristics of children in these two stages as
revealed by Piaget. ‘ (06 marks)

ii. Based on the characteristics of the two stages explain the factors to be considered
when planning appropriate learning activities for children. (05 marks)

Write short notes on any three (03) of the following.

1. Use of non-experimental methods in studying children.

. Teachers’ role in facilitating the development of adolescents.

. Supporting visual perception in line with the principles of Filed cognitive theory
v. Relationship between readiness and learning.

(6 x 3 =18 +overall 2 marks)

- Copyrights reserved -
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