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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA
FACULTY OF EDUCATION

DEGREE OF MASTER OF EDUCATION —-2016/2017

FINAL EXAMINATION - 2017
ESP2311 - PSYCHOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS OF EDUCATION
DURATION - THREE (03) HOURS

Date: 13.09.2017 Date: 9.30 am. — 12.30 p.m.

Answer any four (04) questions.

01. “The theory of multiple intelligences differentiates intelligence into specific ‘modalities’,

rather than seeing intelligence as dominated by a single general ability”

a. Name and briefly explain the multiple intelligences in relation to Howard Gardner’s
theory. (06 marks)

b. The verbal -linguistic and logical-mathematical intelligences are the ones mostly
promoted by teachers in the classroom. Explain with examples how teachers
promote these intelligences and the outcomes experienced by children.

(10 marks)

c. Discuss three (03) strategies each, which can be applied by teachers to understand
multiple intelligences of their students and to empower them to reach their full
potentials in the teaching-learning process. (09 marks)

02. “Andragogy is the art and science of adult learning”

a. Explain with examples the characteristics of adult learners as specified by Malcolm
Knowles in his theory of Andragogy. (07 marks)

b. Assume that you are responsible for designing a programme for parents of the

children in your school, and answer the following;




03.

04.

1. Select a specific area on which the programme can be designed and analyze
the principles of adult learning which would be applicable in the design of

the programme giving your justification. (09 marks)

1. Discuss one specific activity for each that can be designed to promote
problem-based learning, co-operative learning and situated learning among

parents. ' (09 marks)

“Vygotsky’s main assertion was that children are deep-rooted in different socio-cultural

contexts and their cognitive development is advanced through social interaction with more

skilled individuals.”

a. Discuss the impact of socio-cultural context and social interactions in line with the
three main principles of Vygotsky’s socio-cultural theory. (12 marks)

b. Explain with examples, how ‘scaffolding’ should be used by a teacher to maximize
learning of students. (13 marks)

Sensation, attention and perception are three inter-related cognitive processes which help

us to learn, adapt and develop.

a. Define the three (03) processes mentioned above and give one example for each.
(06 marks)
b. Discuss with examples, the factors which will support sensation and attention of
children. (06 marks)
C. Select a subject and a specific concept and explain the procedures that could be

applied by a teacher to develop a correct perception of the selected concept in

children. (07 marks)

d. “Perception of the whole is more important than the perception of parts”. Explain
three (03) measures you will take as a teacher to promote the perception of the

whole. (06 marks)



05.

06.

07.

“Life-span development is the field of study that examines patterns of growth, change, and

stability in behavior that occur throughout the entire life span”.

a.

Discuss three (03) reasons giving suitable examples, to support the idea that

~ developmentalists should pay their attention on the entire life span of an individual.

(06 marks)

Explain three principles of life-span development approach. (09 marks)

Critically analyze Freud’s Psycho-analytic Theory and Erik Ericksson’s Psycho-

social Theory. in line with “Life-span development approach™. (10 marks)

Write short notes on any three (03) of the following;:

a.
b.

C.

Usefulness of reinforcement schedules to promote student learning.

Analysis of moral behavior of children according to Kohlberg’s theory.

Problem/s issues faced by Sri Lankan adolescents.

Application of Skineer’s Theory of behavior shaping.

Teacher’s role in promoting the development of a balanced personality in students.

(8 x 3 =24+1=25 marks)

Explain the two (02) basic principles of Maslow’s Need Hierarchy Theory?

(05 marks)
Discuss with examples, the application of the two (02) principles (mentioned in a)
in the teaching-learning process in line with a topic you have selected for teaching.

(10 marks)
List five (05) strategies each to promote intrinsic motivation and extrinsic
motivation of students in your classroom and differentiate the behavior of students
governed by each motivation strategy.

(10 marks)
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